
Pressed Flower
Art



The desert has flowers!

When you think of the word,
"desert", what do you think

of? Cacti? Dirt? Hot weather?
Do you ever think of flowers? 

Well you should! 
 

The Mojave Desert also
contains many wildflowers! 

 
Let's learn more! 



Mojave Wildflowers

Desert
Prickly Pear
Opuntia
phaecantha 

Beavertail
Cactus
Opuntia basilaris 

This prickly cactus' magenta flowers
bloom from spring to early summer.

These flowers are usually bright yellow
with reddish centers, but peach, pink or
reddish flowers are also common.



Mojave Wildflowers

Creosote
Bush
Larrea tridentata 

Palmer's
Penstemon
Penstemon
palmeri

You might notice these tiny yellow
flowers that are up to 25 mm in
diameter and bloom in the spring. 

These flowers' unique shape attract many
pollinators, including hummingbirds. You
can catch these blooming in the spring. 



Mojave Wildflowers

Brittlebush 
Encelia farinosa

Desert Aster 
Xylorhiza tortifolia

You can
catch these
beautiful
purple
flowers with
yellow
centers in
the spring. 

This plant has
green-white
leaves and
becomes
covered with
yellow daisy-
like flowers in
winter and
spring. 



Now, let's make some art!

Collect some flowers and
turn them into a piece of

artwork!
  

Here's how...
 



collection of flowers

2 (or more) pieces of cardboard

2 textbooks or bricks

thinned white glue or Mod Podge (a

water-based sealer, glue, and finish) 

Newspaper sheets (or something

similar) 

Optional: Belt or something to

tighten with

What you'll need: 

Gather your materials

Create a plant press



1.Lay each plant toward one

side of the paper

2. Fold over the sheet to

cover the plants

3. Place cardboards at top

and bottom of the pile

Press your flowers! 



4. Repeat the process for

every layer you want

5. Place the textbooks or

bricks on top of the layers

6. Leave your press in a

warm, arid room to dry for

about 1-2 weeks. 

Press your flowers! 



1.Decide the layout of your design

2. Place glue on the paper and let it sit for a bit

3. Pick up your plant and press it gently on to

the glue

4. Once dry, draw around it. 

Create your artwork!



That's it!

Add some color and put

your artwork in a frame

for everyone to see! 
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