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Get Outdoors Nevada is dedicated to connecting people of all backgrounds and

ages to Nevada's diverse outdoor places through education, service, and

community engagement.

We strive to foster and support a community that discovers,  experiences

and connects to our state's many natural environments, from wild

landscapes and recreational areas to urban trails and parks.
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OUR
PROMISE

H O W  D O  W E  A C C O M P L I S H  O U R  V I S I O N
A N D  M I S S I O N ?

We empower residents and visitors alike by promoting options for healthy and

happy lifestyles through outdoor adventures.

We provide lifelong learning programs for young children and students of all

ages that create connections to the outdoors.

We offer meaningful service opportunities that encourage stewardship of our

natural landscapes, local parks, and urban trails.

We create valuable stakeholder partnerships and consistently build positive

relationships with foundations, businesses, government bodies, and other

community groups that value Nevada’s treasured outdoor environments.



Culture of Integrity and Honesty:  Integrity and honesty are the foundation of our individual and collective

actions. We have a deep commitment to the pursuit of honorable initiatives, and all actions are carried out to

the highest ethical standards.

Commitment to Accountability:  We are accountable to the mission, the community, our partners, our donors

and to each other. Accountability includes financial procedures and internal controls that demonstrate to our

funding partners that we value their investments in our organization and will steward their funds, time and

resources with the highest care and conscience.

Dedication to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion:  Our organization acknowledges and honors the fundamental

value and dignity of individuals and communities. We pledge ourselves to creating and maintaining an

environment that respects and promotes diverse traditions, heritages, and experiences. Our team values a

diverse workforce and shares the firm conviction that diversity, equity and inclusion at each level is critical to

our success.

Cultivate Collaboration and Community:  We work collaboratively with each other, partners, and

stakeholders to complement existing resources, leverage strengths, and add value. We embrace innovation, a

creative atmosphere, and an empowering spirit while being open to solutions and ideas that are socially

responsible and advance sustainable partnerships.

Respect and Celebrate Each Other:  Get Outdoors Nevada celebrates the accomplishments of our

organization, our team members, and our volunteers. Our team respects and supports each other in our

personal and organizational growth.

Embrace Joy:  We embrace joy in each other, our mission, the outdoors, and we strive to inspire others to

discover their own joy.

 

OUR
VALUES

  2                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Get Outdoors Nevada Annual Report 2020



As we look back on 2020, it is with considerable gratitude for what Get Outdoors Nevada (GON) has been able to
accomplish with the help of our partners and the community.  Through the challenges we have faced together, we
have reconfirmed our shared commitment to Nevada’s great outdoors and seen firsthand the positive impact
they bring to our communities. Early in the COVID-19 pandemic, GON quickly adapted to the changing
landscape by creating diverse new virtual programs. Through these efforts, we have continued to provide
valuable services to the community and we have enhanced our programming in ways that will strengthen the
organization in the future.

With consideration for our volunteers and team members, GON updated safety protocols so that we could
partner with local jurisdictions and public land management agencies to provide 59 outdoor service events for
residents, community groups and businesses, generating over 4,000 volunteer hours. Since the beginning of our
service programs, GON has led 551 volunteer events with almost 19,000 people donating 46,832 hours of
volunteer support for our community. During times of statewide restrictions, we offered virtual volunteering
opportunities that sent in over 400 letters of appreciation for jurisdictions caring for our public outdoor spaces. 

GON education programs also adapted. Our robust efforts totaled 132 in-person programs prior to COVID-19
restrictions; we conducted 228 virtual programs and 12 virtual teacher trainings during the remainder of 2020. 
 A total of 69 programs/field trips were updated to the virtual world. A brand new program, Nevada Nature Kits,
created and distributed 606 science boxes to youth in southern Nevada.  We also expanded our reach online and
in social media, drawing on the benefits of time spent outdoors to help our audiences weather the pandemic.    

In 2020, GON continued to serve regional initiatives, including the Nevada Outdoor Business Coalition, the Las
Vegas Community Healing Garden, and as the non-profit partner for Lake Mead National Recreation Area.  

Through all these challenges, we have nurtured relationships and absorbed lessons that will strengthen GON
moving forward.  We are proud of the work we’ve done and the ways we have continued to meet our mission, and
we’re thankful for the support of our partners and community.

Sincerely, 

Almendra Johnson, Shelly Kopinski, Aaron Leifheit

Get Outdoors Nevada Program Directors

DIRECTORS'
SUMMARY

One of the most significant changes in 2020 was the departure of long-time
Executive Director, Mauricia Baca. Ms. Baca officially joined the organization in
2011, and brought it from a one-employee, minimal budget business to a nonprofit
powerhouse.  Within her first year, she created education programs to partner
with existing volunteer efforts, all designed to connect the community to Nevada’s
special outdoor places.  These programs have grown exponentially, always bridged
by Ms. Baca’s passion for community engagement.  Partnerships were developed
with her strong and insightful leadership, and they continue to be a treasured part
of Get Outdoors Nevada’s operations.  Though Ms. Baca left to become the
Nevada State Director of The Nature Conservancy, her legacy will live on here.
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The Education Department is proud to support the outdoors and our community through a variety of science and
nature-based initiatives.  2020 was a year of challenge, as many of our in-person programs were paused, but also
a year of opportunity, as the pandemic allowed us to focus on new areas of growth.  

Specifically, we turned our focus to social media and virtual efforts, and, working closely with partners, created
many new  resources that will be incorporated into our programs in the future. Our NGSS, Native Habitat, and
Mojave Max programs created virtual classrooms, field trips, videos, and resources. Our social media efforts
began new campaigns in Neighborhood Nature, Outdoors for All, Mindfulness, and others.  

This year also saw the creation of a brand new program, Nevada Nature Kits.  Born out of the desire to remain in
contact with our audiences, the Nevada Nature Kit program created 606 physical boxes of nature content that
was distributed to youth in Las Vegas.  

Through these programs we address relevant local issues such as water conservation, the importance of public
lands, habitat restoration, and protection of threatened Desert Tortoises.  After participating in our programs,
we hope our audiences are more more knowledgeable about and interested in nature, perform better in school,
and more likely to visit and enjoy outdoor places. Our programs primarily serve youth, approximately 83 percent
of whom were considered at-risk or underserved. 
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EDUCATION



GON partners with the Clark County School District (CCSD) to provide a Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS) program incorporating both in-class programming as well as field experiences to entire grade levels at no
cost for the school. Through this program, in 2020, GON provided  programming to 482 CCSD students,
comprised of  69 NGSS classroom programs and 17 field experiences, for a total of 86 in-person or remote
learning experiences.

The unprecedented restrictions experienced as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, drastically changed our
approach  to supporting the students of CCSD with NGSS-aligned curricula. This situation challenged us to take a
completely virtual strategy for the duration of the 2020-2021 school year. Our team quickly developed new
skills, sought expert advice, and delved into much research focused on  the asynchronous learning environment
and  technological needs and platforms at our disposal. Eventually settling on using the PearDeck add-on for
Google, we were able to achieve our main objective - to continue to support the teachers and students of CCSD
while fulfilling our obligations to the twelve elementary schools selected for this program year. 

This new perspective allowed us to transform existing NGSS curriculum modules to interactive, virtual materials
that continue to support NGSS standards and allow access now, with the potential for increasing reach in future
both in numbers as well as geographically. 
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EDUCATION
N E X T  G E N E R A T I O N  S C I E N C E  S T A N D A R D S

 THANK YOU
Clark County's Outside Agency Grant,  CCSD's Curriculum and Instruction Division,

Tesla, Wells Fargo,  National Park Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service,
and Nevada Gold Mines operating as Barrick

for their support and collaboration throughout this program year!



M O J A V E  M A X

In partnership with Clark County and the Springs Preserve, GON provides the Mojave Max Program to
introduce elementary school youth to Desert Tortoises, and teaches them to ‘respect, protect, and enjoy’ our
desert.  The program accomplishes this by conducting assemblies which discuss tortoise biology and
conservation; Tortoise Talks to individual classrooms; and outreach events with the Mojave Max mascot. 

2020 saw considerable effort to create virtual resources.  Specifically, the program created 4 health-related
Public Service Announcements utilizing the mascot, and converted the Mojave Max content into a series of
8 videos and worksheets for social media.  We also hosted a virtual Emergence Contest that took place in May
2020.  Over the summer of 2020, we prepared for virtual Tortoise Talks and assemblies, and created 
5 interactive Google Classrooms, one designed for each elementary school grade, and a live zoom tortoise Q&A
program. We also created a music video, interactive games, and 6 professional videos to present in place of 
in-person assemblies.  Our virtual Tortoise Talks were requested by 172 schools!  

Special thanks to Kimberley Jenkins with Clark County, Celebrate Kids, Nate Tannenbaum,
Lora Hendrickson, Sam Krerowicz, Peter Priest, and Thomas O'Toole for their help creating this content. 

EDUCATION

  6                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Get Outdoors Nevada Annual Report 2020



M E E T  Y O U R  M O J A V E  

Meet Your Mojave (MYM) is a set of informal curriculum that Get Outdoors Nevada provides to partners in after-
school sites, summer camps, and community centers.  Where in-school programs focus on relevant science
standards, Meet Your Mojave focuses on games, crafts, performance art, and other activities designed to
increase interest in the outdoors.  This year, we conducted fewer in-person MYM programs and were unable to
conduct our summer camps with Clark County, but created online modules for Native Habitat programs, Parks of
Southern Nevada, Water Conservation, Camping 101, and our Senses units.    

Specifically, we conducted 19 in person programs in our third annual Act to Nature program, conducted in
partnership with Winchester Dondero Cultural Center, and 24 programs in our Safekey program, conducted in
partnership with the City of Las Vegas.  
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EDUCATION



Three habitats were created at Blue Diamond
Elementary, Henderson Bird Viewing
Preserve, and on a City of North Las Vegas
brownfield plot of land on the corner of Bruce
and Owens. This program provided 24 in-
person education programs (273 points of
contact with students and community
members), two teacher trainings, four Pear
Deck virtual classrooms, and four
asynchronous Online Resources for families.
Program engagement increased on our social
media platforms through postings on every
Tuesday for our #WhatsInBloom campaign
with our highest engaging posts reaching
over 800 viewers. Utilizing our Nature
Ambassadors, this program generated 
134.5 hours of service. The University of
Arizona wrote a  Collaborative Conservation
and Adaptation Strategy Toolbox (CCAST)
case study on our work with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service titled, “School and
Community Partnerships to Build Youth
Stewardship and Engagement in the Mojave
Desert.”

N A T I V E  H A B I T A T
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EDUCATION
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EDUCATION
N E V A D A  N A T U R E  P R O J E C T  K I T S  

In response to the elimination of so many in-person community summer programs, GON developed outdoor
recreation and nature programming for children and their families through Nevada Nature Project Kits. The kits
include over 30 engaging and interactive lessons on pollinators, Leave No Trace principles, desert conservation,
and map and compass guides, among others. A $12,000 grant from The North Face supported the expansion and
distribution kits in partnership with the Las Vegas Library District and Clark County community centers. In total,
606 nature kits have been assembled with the help of Nature Ambassador volunteers and distributed to local
youth through program partners.

NEVADA NATURE PROJECT
THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS



S O C I A L  M E D I A  C A M P A I G N S

The GON team acted quickly when COVID-19 restrictions were imposed.  The team realized immediately that
our in-person / physical programs needed to be shifted to an online format.  In the first week of the shutdown,
our team developed a social media calendar that featured our two main program areas (volunteer and education
programs).  We produced informational graphics on various outdoor recreation topics including local trail
spotlights, native plant information, and  public land parks information. We continue to encourage the
community to recreate close to home and rediscover their local parks and trails. Over the last few months, our
work online has resulted  in a significant increase of views and engagement, which help people to better
understand that nature begins close to home.
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EDUCATION

M I C R O G R A N T  P R O G R A M

Before the onset of COVID, funding allowed GON to provide 18 field trips to 1,099 youth.  GON is thankful to
supporters who make this program possible: NV Energy, Wells Fargo, Mt. Charleston License Plate Fund, Clark
County Outside Agency Grant, Kasner Family Foundation, Lee Canyon, USFWS Retirees Association, and
National Park Foundation. We can't wait to resume field trips once restrictions allow! 

I N T E R P R E T I V E  T R A I N I N G S

2020 was a transformative year for our professional development trainings.  After conducting our yearly Certified
Interpretive Guide course in February 2020, the pandemic struck.  One Professional Development was canceled
in March; our staff, however, successfully transitioned our program to virtual efforts, and conducted all remaining
trainings virtually.  This included 4 Our Places Tell Stories workshops, related to Mt. Charleston, 3 Discover a
Watershed workshops,  3 Project Wet trainings, and 2 Native Habitat trainings.  

A special thank you to  Amy Page and Paula Jacoby-Garrett for adapting and leading many workshops, and to new
funding partners Nevada Division of Environmental Protection and Drop by Drop Foundation.  
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O N L I N E  R E S O U R C E S

To ease the challenges that came with current school closures, 8 Online Resources were developed to support
Nevadan families through hands-on activities to explore nature and culture. 



VOLUNTEER
Our parks, trails and open spaces are an important part of our communities’ legacy.  This year more than ever, we
understand that we need to care for these places that have been helping us heal and recharge during the
pandemic. GON helps our community to do so through direct service at parks and trails.

In 2020, GON closely followed CDC guidance and state mandates for group gatherings and when it was safe to
do so, and resumed in-person volunteer events with updated safety protocols. With the safety of staff and
volunteers as a priority, GON was able to host a total of 59 socially distant volunteer events this year.

Since the beginning of our service programs, GON has led 551 volunteer events with almost 19,000 people
generating 46,832 hours of volunteer support for our community valued at $1,199,358.20. 
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As determined by the Independent Sector,
 https://independentsector.org/value-of-volunteer-time-2020/



In 2020, GON’s main focus was volunteer maintenance of urban trails and parks, with support from the Regional
Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada, the City of Las Vegas Volunteers in Park initiative, and the City
of North Las Vegas.  The wide reach allows us to service the community at large, providing civic engagement
opportunities around the region.

GON also completed special trail projects, supported by outdoor retailer REI and Extreme Terrain's Clean Trails
Grant at the Flamingo Arroyo Trail. We look forward to bringing larger groups together for special projects when
it is safe to do so. 

While many of the Public Land areas were closed to volunteer events during the pandemic, in October a small
group of volunteers traveled out for a day of service at Willow Beach Marina at Lake Mead National Recreation
Area, in collaboration with the National Park Service and Black Canyon Adventures.
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VOLUNTEER
R E G I O N A L  R E A C H
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VOLUNTEER
GON was fast to offer virtual volunteer opportunities during the statewide pause on group gatherings, and
will continue to offer them for those not ready to return to in-person participation. The community was
inspired to send in their thanks to the amazing parks and recreation staff that were caring for the parks and
trails experiencing record visitation. Over 400 letters of thanks for our local parks and recreation staff have
been submitted to date and then shared with our local partners at the City of Las Vegas, City of North Las
Vegas, Clark County, City of Henderson, and public land agencies. 

V I R T U A L  V O L U N T E E R S



VOLUNTEER
Since 2018, GON has focused on creating consistent volunteer opportunities open to the community at large,
available through the GON website and Volunteer Match. In 2020, we were able to engage even more with
special groups and service club leaders with the help of a more targeted social media recruitment campaign.
GON staff participated in virtual volunteer events with the College of Southern Nevada, University of Las Vegas,
and the Clark County School District. With guidance from the CDC and the Governor's office, small community
groups were the first to return to in-person service projects. 

While many corporate partners transitioned to work from home situations, GON was excited to participate in
online meetings with corporate teams to provide trail guidance and introduce remote volunteer opportunities.
Our program success is wholly dependent on the commitment from community volunteers and we are grateful
for their dedication and participation.

S P E C I A L  G R O U P S

Boy Scout Troop 430
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Eagle Project Troop 219

National Charity League

Cub Scouts of Las Vegas Las Vegas BSA

CSN Women's Soccer

Miss Nevada Pageant U.N.L.V. STARS Roseman Univ Kappa Psi

LitterFree LVSandpipers Swim Team Young Men's Service League

Girl Scouts of Southern NV LunaKai Lash Co Wrangles 4H Club Buffalo Coalition



  16                                                                                                                                                                                                                Get Outdoors Nevada Annual Report 2020

VOLUNTEER
GON is overflowing with gratitude to the many volunteers who joined us in 2020, and to our funding partners
that make all the work we do in the community possible. We are proud to count the Regional Transportation
Commission of Southern Nevada as the principal funding partner for this program, and to also have received
funding from the City of North Las Vegas and the City of Las Vegas. In-kind support is provided by the wonderful
staff of the City of Henderson, Clark County and our federal partners.
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COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

In 2020, Get Outdoors Nevada served as the philanthropic partner for Lake Mead National Recreation Area, 
partnered with the City of Las Vegas and the Las Vegas Community Healing Garden Committee, and continued
to amplify the business voice in support of the outdoors and our public lands through the Nevada Outdoor
Business Coalition.  These initiatives built on GON's existing community engagement projects such as the Vegas
Valley Rim Trail, the River Mountains Loop Partnership, the Lower Colorado River Water Trail Alliance, Get
Outdoors Nevada Day and dT-alley. 



GON is a strong partner of the Nevada Outdoor Business Coalition
(NVOBC).  Building off the creation of the Division of Outdoor
Recreation, GON is assisting NVOBC with a study to help businesses
weather the pandemic, and help NVOBC become 501(c)(3) certified.  
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PARTNERSHIPS
 

In 2019 GON partnered with the Boulder City Chamber of
Commerce to bring Get Outdoors Nevada Day to the Spring
Jamboree. The event was cancelled in 2020 as a result of COVID-19
related restrictions. We look forward to holding the GON Day
outdoor expo in 2021 as conditions allow. 

GET OUTDOORS NEVADA DAY 

WE LOVE LAKE MEAD 
Despite limitations imposed by COVID-19, GON continued
to support  projects for the Lake Mead National Recreation
Area (LMNRA) as their official friends group and
philanthropic partner. In 2020, GON passed on a donation of
2,000 water bottles to support visitors to the park
throughout heat of summer. In collaboration with Bass Pro
Shops, over 900 life jackets will be donated to LMNRA for its
life-saving life jacket loaner stations. The National Park
Service and GON received support from the National Park 

NEVADA OUTDOOR BUSINESS COALITION

In 2017, GON became a partner in the stewardship of
the Las Vegas Community Healing Garden, partnering
with the City of Las Vegas.  This Garden was the
community’s response to the mass shooting at the Route
91 Harvest music festival on October 1, 2017.  The
Garden features a Remembrance Wall, a grove of 58
trees (for each life lost that night), shrubs and flowers, all
encircling a beautiful oak tree known as the Tree of Life.
In 2020, GON and the City of Las Vegas hosted a socially
distant Remembrance Event, and completed major
construction goals, including installing trellises and
community-created tiles, installing a perimeter wall, and
finishing and opening the new Storytelling Garden.  

L A S  V E G A S  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L I N G  G A R D E N

Foundation for programs connecting youth to LMNRA as well as a generous grant that will help expand long-
term fundraising capacity to support LMNRA. Throughout this year, GON has worked closely with the National
Park Service and a marketing team from Braintrust to develop a virtual museum as well as facilitate a website
refresh hoped to debut before Summer 2021. 



R I V E R  M O U N T A I N S  T R A I L  P A R T N E R S H I P
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PARTNERSHIPS
 

GON is proud to host the River Mountains Trail Partnership.  This
group of dedicated people meet regularly in support of this non-
motorized loop trail that provides Nevada residents and out of state
visitors with an outdoor recreation experience  offering scenic views,
plentiful wildlife and the vast beauty only the Mojave Desert can offer.  
The idea of the trail was born in 1998; it was completed in 2011. Now,
the group participates in cleanups, and meets to discuss maintenance
issues and to update and promote a map of the trail.

The Vegas Valley Rim Trail (VVRT) is the focus of the
Regional Open Space & Trails Workgroup.   In 2018, the
group refined the alignment of the VVRT and began
work on a signage plan.  A major focus was the
southwest portion, where the most significant gap
exists for the VVRT.

V E G A S  V A L L E Y  R I M  T R A I L

GON is the home of this coalition, which obtained
National Water Trails System status for the 76-mile 
 stretch of the Colorado River between Eldorado
Canyon and Laughlin in 2020, named the Mohave
National Water Trail. The 26-mile Black Canyon
portion of the river below Hoover Dam was designated
in 2014.  A Black Canyon Water Trail Guide is available
for purchase from the Alliance.

L O W E R  C O L O R A D O  R I V E R  W A T E R  T R A I L  A L L I A N C E

D T - A L L E Y
Located between Fremont Street/Carson Avenue and Las Vegas
Boulevard/6th Street, dT-alley incorporates art and synergy for locals and
visitors through the use of murals, sculptures, innovative landscaping, and
multiple interactive “moments.”  All of these help to create a unique outdoor
place for the urban downtown community.  GON partnered with dT-alley to
support this important community project and to manage all donations; the
Grand Unveiling took place on February 20, 2020.  
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RESOURCES
Though contract and agreement funding and contributions decreased slightly during this year of the pandemic,
program and miscellaneous income increased in 2020, proving the overall health of this organization.  2019
levels were solid, with similar ratios of grants, contributions, and funds through contracts and agreements.  The
2018 spike in funding as GON raised support for the Remembrance Wall at the Las Vegas Community Healing
Garden. As exhibited on the next page, GON continues to shepherd its resources carefully with a strong focus on
providing excellent programs.

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

1,250,000 

1,000,000 

750,000 

500,000 

250,000 

0 

GON INCOME THROUGH THE YEARS

Program income, event revenue, and in-kind donations

Contributions 

Contracts & Agreements
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RESOURCES
R E S O U R C E  A L L O C A T I O N

In our financial management, GON has always been committed to a set of core principles.  We operate with
complete transparency.  Our audits and tax statements are available on our website and through Guidestar
(where we have a platinum rating). Our focus is on providing quality programs. Expenses for staff and other
costs support these programs, while keeping the percentage of administrative and development costs low.  

Programs
83%

Administrative
14%

Development
3%
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Mauricia Baca

Aaron Leifheit 

Shelly Kopinski 

Almendra Johnson

Cheresa Taing  

Donovan Guzman

Roslyn Villa

Venus Cruz

Mihaela Genova 

Vanessa Buensalida

Trina Franco

Yazmyn Peleaz

Alexandra Zondiros

Jeanne Tinsman

Executive Director

Education Program Director

Education Program Director

Volunteer Program Director

Education Program Manager

Education Program Coordinator

Education Program Coordinator

Education Program Coordinator

Education/Volunteer Program Coordinator

Volunteer Program Coordinator

Volunteer Program Coordinator 

Volunteer Program Coordinator

Volunteer Program Coordinator

Office Administrator

THE 2020 TEAM
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THE 2020 BOARD
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Sean Coulter - Chair

Kevin M. Lang, P.E. - Vice Chair

Starla Lacy - Treasurer

Michael Shohet - Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Dr. Nancy Brune

Justin Cohen

John Curran

Peter Guzman

Rory Kay

Paul Schmitt

Jennifer Simich

Rod Taylor

Greg Walch

Principal, Simpson Coulter Studio 

Director, Engineering Services, Southwest Gas

Vice President, EHS and Land Resources, NV Energy

President, Compass Development

Executive Director, Guinn Center for Policy Priorities 

Executive Vice President, REQ

Senior Vice President of Development, Dapper Companies

President, Latin Chamber of Commerce, NV

Partner, McDonald Carano

Senior Vice President, The Whiting-Turner Contracting
Company

Market Director, Government Affairs, Republic Services

Vice President, Lake Mead NRA Guest Services

General Counsel, Southern Nevada Water Authority and
Las Vegas Valley Water District



SUPPORT
Get Outdoors Nevada is deeply grateful to our funding partners who have made our education, service, and

community engagement projects possible.  Thank you for your support!

JAMESON FAMILY
TRUST
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