
What  Makes a
Bird a Bird? 



What do you
think makes a
bird a bird? 



Birds are especially
known for their

feathers. 

Let's take a closer
look at their

anatomy!

1.Birds have feathers!



TRY IT! 

Split apart the feather’s barbs
and then try to comb them

back into place using a pencil
as a “beak.” 

Birds constantly clean and
repair their feathers; this is

called "preening".



insulate birds fromwater and cold
temperatures

Feathers...  

may be plucked to

line the nest and

provide insulation

to the eggs and

young

may serve to attract
other matesare used for display

purposes during

the nesting season

(bright colors, for

example). 

may serve as

camouflage

help control flight



Not all birds are able to fly,
and some other types of

animals have wings as well. 
But when we think about
flying, a lot of us think of

birds right away! 

2. Birds can fly!



Stand up against a wall
and spread your arms as

far as you can. With a
parents help, measure
your wingspan from

finger tip to finger tip. 

TRY IT!

What's your wingspan?
______ inches



Use this chart to compare your
wingspan with a real bird's.



3. Birds can
communicate! 

Birds make different sounds to communicate with one
another. They might be trying to call for a family

member, sending a warning sign, or maybe trying to
impress another bird. 



Sing like a bird:  
whistle, 

 hoot, 
quack, 

squawk, 
and chirp!

TRY IT!



4. Birds have incredible vision

Among other
animals, birds are
able to see way

better than
humans can! 

A golden
eagle can see
a rabbit from
a mile away!

Raptors can see up to 8
times more clearly than

the sharpest human eye! 



Write your name on a piece of paper. 
Place it 10 feet away from you. 

Can you read your name? 
 Place it another 5 feet back. 

Keep going until you can't read it any
longer.

 

TRY IT!

I can see up to 

______ ft 

away! 



Let's review

with a game of

SIMON SAYS!!
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